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Two decades have passed since the
great summer dropout of 1967,
when legions of stoned youth
flocked to San Francisco for a

chance .to tread barefoot through the city
streets, grow their hair long and partake of
a lifestyle revolution that baffled much of
the American public. They came in droves,
a ragtag army of tattered pilgrims who'd
gone AWOL from suburbia. Propelled by
a messianic faith in the saving grace of
LSD, they rode the crest of Kerouac' s bum
romance, hoping to recapture the reso- .
nance of life that society had conspired to
deny:

Perhaps it was inevitable that those who
tripped out during the heady days of flower
power would often worship acid and reify
its catalytic properties. The most ardent
enthusiasts looked to LSD as something
that could move mountains and melt the
icecaps - as if it constituted nothing less
than the pharmacological key to world
peace. If only President Johnson turned on .
to the right stuff, many an acidhead
effused, surely the war in Vietnam would
be over in a matter of days!

Of course, the true believers had no idea
the CIA had used LSD as a surreptitious
mind-bending agent in cold war cloak -and-
dagger operations. Nor could they have
known that the largest single source of
black market acid during the late 1960s and
early 1970s was linked to the CIA. His
name was Ronald Stark, and his story is as
mind-boggling as the chemical he peddled.
From drug labs in Europe, Stark churned
out tens of millions of acid trips. An Italian
magistrate who investigated his role as an
international terrorist and drug trafficker
concluded that Stark was "an agent of the
American secret services."

Stark first got his hooks into the acid
underground in August 1969, when he vis-
ited a three hundred acre hippie commune
near Idyllwild, California, which served as
headquarters of a group of LSD-enthralled
motorcycle toughs who called themselves
the Brotherhood of Eternal Love. The
Brothers and their wives occupied a run-
down farmhouse encircled by seven tepees
at the arid base of the San Jacinto moun-
tains. From this secluded enclave, they di-
rected a global drug smuggling network
that distributed bricks of hashish from
Afghanistan, bales of Mexican marijuana,
and a brand of all-American acid known as
"orange sunshine" that was especially pop-
ular among counterculture youth.

But the Brothers hit a snag when law
enforcement ran an underground chemist
out of business, putting their entire LSD
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The story of Ronald. Stark,

the CIA informant who
turned on the world.
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".._! ->;__- ?!I$;<·~":.i:~~~3.~~;1~}i~~. _- _ ~_+~{7k;}*************** -'1_' < ," ':, - .• - -t various times Stark passed
:;'" t: -, himself ofr as a medical doctor,_ ,iJ __ -':I chemist, a gourmet cook, a

_ . : - , - 'collector of fine art. His talent as
tra26lUeiir waS"'ehhanced@ya insatiable

\~'; ;~pbtlte'f()r intrigue' and~deceptio:n,He Was
~: )idepeat dropping names, dates and plates
~: ~:'tha1changed depending uponthe siq.uition,
-;1Every story Stark told wasslighily different

',a§~hedashed to"ind fto,attetlding[o'yar-
~'i6I.is·business scams in at least a dozen
, countries:': He maneuvered on four con-

.0" .Iiaents; leaVing.a trail 'bf ambiguities at
,je-" "every'turn" A master ofinnuendo and dis-
'Af }~information, Stark preferred' to keep his

C 'riingeof contacts ignora1l~of each other's
-activitiesl.Oftentimes he'c&ncealedthe fact
that. he':was· an At;nehClUi,His, European

_ , associates were not privy-to his affairs in
. Africa, and those in Asia knew litrleabout

his work in the States, The Brothers, for'
example, had no idea thlt Stark was run-

, ning a cocaine ring in the .Bay Area .
.Starkcompartmentalizedsthe different'

spheresoftlis\ire, managingeverything on
a·,'\peedtO ~?~::basis: Int~isrespect his
modus.operandi.wasnet unlike that of an
in~llig~nce o¢I'atiye, He often clairned'he
knewJots of-spies, and to stiime'of his'
friendshe even'boasted-of working for the t

, CIA; Ii was a 'tip,from the-Agency, Stark .
OccupyingTibet? "We were definitely very. 'explaihect;thaep~ompted him to shutdown
j.!,ulliblein believing the stuff he told' us,",' sbis-labif PariS}iiFl 97 1. .....' .,
6ne of. theBrothers::later ackn~wIFg7d.:-' ":(A-te,:",'m~~~"s"later Stark opened-up .
~"'For a group of starry-eyed aClcl,eva.ngel~( ,'another,sophlstlcated production center In

, i~ls,Stark's appearluJce in Idyywild must:, "BlUs~ls;;·whic".~.masqueraded for, a year
have seemed like a godsend. He had; -!lPd":"<lfhalfas.a-reputable biomedical re- .~
already manufactured large quantities of - , Search' firm. DUring this period hecotn- 1:

;LSD at his laboratory in France, and plenty:" ,municated on cll.regular basiswithA.mcr- ="
••::.~?re woul? ~oIlOw.'/The Brot~erhOod'{.. Jc~'embas,Sy ?f~cialS inl~ndon: Heeven
Tagreedto distribute the drug, which was d~hcltedthelr assls~cewhllesettIng up his

,fByed orange so asto c'ontinuethe sunshinc::~ .Beigiart~rug .lab.' When it .was all.over,
!n:-gacy, if," -:SfurI(.had'madctVieilty Kilos,q.fLSD ~
i.f Had the Brothers come down from their~,:~.-enoughfor 50 million doses! It was by far ,.:-,
~LSD reveries long enough to ponder this ' " the largest amountofacid to~inanat~'.from
'rriysterious newcomer.: they might have _ a-singleundergrourid'source, and most oflt
~suspected something was up. Stark's offic~§ ,w'as"soltl in the-United States,» "
cial record leaves ample room for specula",.: ', .: InN6YemtieiI972-<i .team ofageritS
.tion. Born inNew Yor~ in September 1938;,. ~.'fr6fuilitIRSandthgi3~reauof Narc?tits ,
as Ronald Shitsky, at age-24 he was con': ....,andDangergtisDfugs'visited,hiScdrltg&Jab ••..
victed of filing a false application for gov~-7~ itiBelgtum,'butStark .W1rs. nb\vhere'to.be.:ll
.emment service, The 'FBI tagged hiill-t: ~fouIfd:iiWifhin:;fa ,yiii-r a,S-en'ateStib-cc'

. r.;se,en-:inbn~~piace, . ~':Number 812020E, After violati"hgprobar l:" corninitteeOil-Intetnai Securitywouldhold:
-mth~tli{na(Hlis-tOvhed . :Ction, he landed in federal prison in Lewis~o:puI51ic~eanng>s'OntheBfothemooa(jf.Etet"i~.

i11fo9~rf;.1~:~g;;f~tiiiE§~~~i~lfiil~1i~~S'
tIfeGbinf ." .'tries'tome 'Stark; His net. recorded "w6fth was .er:a.fiunaTetlfpetiplekingpiifHlR~;tJ~~~~~:t,>~.-i;~~.~~i~n~~;~~~:~~~~~:uar~ ~~~i~~S;i;r;1~~:~§~;~~,~£~~61U~, ~,~\t'eie'Cj'n'-

1,~<!ft1g~}qf<¥.l11a!~}~IJlI~~Ina,the Whitney~,;.,one iqf America s:nchesC;';:~,;i1'.i~:.f~c!f.
"e'Iffi'CW'Iinigh;P!a:c'etl'Ti~tan. clans, and attributed his sudd~nwealth~B.C "'U,Sf~tl'tan1If

'a?'-W,It";h'ot:6ffer-'liiin.,rth,e de~ handling of a family't!uslfdnd ~'(ifiiliUeSci\
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IStl,ri.was 'also
~l~U~~ly:ipg{~LSDto~'
';iih+tljiroth~rh00d
'iw"~fiitsl~aders
19~"b\$25','~OO(0 the
:W,~t~er,Underground 1:~~:=J:~rE:!~::',ta~p~?ril1g·'·.,acid ,g" uru ::~:C~:tF.;:i~~1~!

- ". -: ~.,..~~"~I!. . ~ .'. . {;~~o,i: :;aie=kof~~e~~edB~;~~~~

.ri:lilJthY ;teary Jrom~7E~~~=£~:r'
····.p~ii,hTin1970 ' , ~:~saEg:~;c~~
j '.,'l,~ _c:.. i.· .,' . ill \ such a feat _ Stark asked prison officials

.. /. .?;·~:A-':.: ,:,' ,. '.. , ~oarrange a meeting with the chief-pros-

I**~**?ijf******,* *"** *** ****,* ** ecutor of Pisa, He said that Curcio had told...'" .,,~. " " him of a plotro assassinate Judge Frances-'~r~~~;.:i'ft~t~,=;:v~tJ~~'::u~'::::,~!:;;:r~~';.c::er~:;~~"R~"':~~~,
.•.officials. a.nd.tfjiitkal extremists of the far American' expatriate ,remembers bumping members, The~ was also talk of abducting
f right ~d '~'le~!;OccasionalI'y he traveled into him on the streets of Paris during the a prominent Italian politician in Rome,
o to the',BawbekWegionof Lebanon, where peak of the Sorbonne uprising in 1968; Stark informed the magistrate,'

• i" he negotiated With a.Shiite'Muslim sect for, Whenstudents and workers nearly toppled In June 1976 Judge Coco was murdered,
j; shiploads of h~Hish, Stark-professedto be the Gaullist government. In London Stark just as' Stark predicted.. Aldo Moro, five
\ abusine'ss rep«Sentativ~ of Imam Moussa frequented the dubs and bars that- were' times Italy's premier, may have been the
·}S~dr;'ifpowerfdTShiite:warlord who' con- . .hangouts 'for dissident: elements, and he 'oilier victim. Stark's name would later sur-
r1trolled;vasthasBishplahtations and a pri- first turned uPti'n Milan d~ng the "hot, face in connection with the Moro kidnap-
:.~ate a'imyofiithollsand men. The area autumn" of 1969, When massive student ping and execution. .

+'under 'his(dcimihion was said to, include demonstrations and labor strikes paralyzed Transferred to a j3'i1in Bologna. stark
:tfainirig tfurips)ised by:'extremist factions, Italy. Stark was also supplying LSp to the continued to .expand his terrorist contats.

\~:~fthe'PLO,~:> - :-.' ,- Brotherhood when its leaders gave. .During this period he received a steady.
; j "B'ii.ckin ItaIy;'Stark rertledIIsmall apart- $25,000 to the.Weather UHdergTOundto flow of visitors from the British and Amer-

),':;hitnt in';F.Ibrence.But he rarely/stayed spring acid gum timothy teary from pris- ,ican consulates. (Curiously, the U.S. gov-
J,jthere,prefemilgithePOS,h lintels ofJ~,ome, on in September ..•970, ' Lcinmel}t 'never pressed for his extradition.,
,d,N1.il~;~2l2gna.,~d}>th~rcities. BY:}Jay h,e '. Whatever g~e, Stark.was playing to<,'k ~even though he was wanted on drug·
ICarne<i~n;asasn1()()th'a'ridsuccessfiilbusi- an abrupt turn In February 1975. when Ita- \ charges related to the Brotherhoodof.Eter-

I,:neSs.rrian~:dlniliga(tthelbesr,Jtstaut]nts,·in lianpolice receivedaq anonymous phone' ':nal Love conspiracy.) Stark alsohad-fre-
,.,expejfsive:mree-piei:e''1uits'~>Atril~hLhe . call about a man selling drugs in a hotel in ":quent meetings withjrepresentatives from
:d,oriiffd;a- pair of faded blue jeanS!and a Bologna. A few days later at tile,Gran~.!. i;.•.t~e Libyan diplomatic-corps and-he com- ,
,,'work~snithu1d mingled with .studerit rad-" Hotel Baglioni they arrested a suspect iti'tfiUffiC'aled with ItaliafLspYchiefsdinked to ;
~,icalsi' <'.. ., .~:t:t. . .possession of' 4,600 kilos o(manjuana, "~tITe,.neofascistP~2ma§onic l<Xige,'INew:as~\
;,')./N:6vjil~ in '!eftwlngcircl~§wasfi?'thing " mo~hine and cocaine. The ~spect carried <in airect contact ' ~~ni1Vit~JMlreJI;.~
.::;'?§jy. ~\,i'f .' ~:;~' L, :'~f1"~~~'!2')'l

a British passport bearing the name Ter- ,
rence W..Abbott. Italian investigators SOOI!

discovered that Abbott -was=actually
Ronald Stark. Arrionghis belongings was
the key to a safe deposit box in Romethat

,contained ddcuments on the rmanufacture
of LSD and a~yntl1eticversion of cocaine,
There was also a vial of a liquid halluci-
nogen' that scientists could not precisely
identify.
. Other items seizedby Italian police.in-

eluded letters from a certain. Charles C.
Adams written on '!he'letterilead,..ef the
American embassy in London. 11ie rnes-

.sages from Adams, U,S. fo~ign\.service
officer, began with "Dear Ron" and were
addressed to Stark's drug laboratory in
Brussels, whic.; ceased operating shortly
after 'a team o("American agents paid a

, courtesy call in the fall of J 972.



:..:':l~:'r':~,~-"-:··"
. cthllHlead lofItilITail military in- *************

tel ""eIlce;atIringthe' earlyJ970s and was
....terifrlplidated in asbries of coup attempts

<~ifi:ItalyiAc~oroingt~ the PiKe Committee,
ij2WSC';ambassactor Graham.Martingave Was Stark's
·.~$8op;000to'Miceli' for a propaganda cam-
':'fpaigii",duiitig.,the 1972 election.. despite
);protests{fromtheCIA stationchief that this
.~kparti\i~lhrtecipient.·wastoo closely allied· d g act" "ty
;:}~tlr$~demOcratic'rightwing,eJements.. ru.· IVI .
::;~il.;It~q~iteajuggj'ing act, to be-sure,but
~i!iiiJudgein "Bologna ieventually-.sgotenced
i;.:StaI"kJ(i:14years in !prisonand'~ned him
",'"$60;OOO.fordrug trafficking.7A'hhis ap- tolerated while
~'pea1ftrlaiin1978 stark changediJdentities
.foric~~g'liin,this time passing him:.selfoff as.'
·''.'Kllotiri·Ali;'' a, radical Palestinian. In

!;~~e~t~~3~~;~!~a?~~:~~;~~s~~'he passed the'
i'AongC(j'to;an international terrorist-organ-

. is':izati§:fiheadquaqen¥: in' •Lebanon. called .
:j"OTQUP :l4S'Stark'siappeaI failed.and he . CIA ,"nf.o':r·man on. j7was'~flt bllcK'tojail.' But Italianpolice took
~~~e-re'he\t.ed.irtterest inhis. case after theyFciljfttred E_iiriquePaghera, another terrorist
'lea .o;knew StatbAt the time of his
j~e~ ~~f.i~aS Holdinga ~and-drawn .~nthe yoqth
1zcma',A PLO'Camp in Lebanon. The map,
'h}pagbef.t-cdllfe's-Sed,had Comefrom Ronald
N:s'"'' . ,6'!lllsoprovideda coded letter of

. [fin'"" .ti6'il.'-'the objective, according to . culture and the
: ~P'~~he7a,waSt(')forge alink.witha terrorist
- !r:ci'rganIiitti6h'(iliatwasplanning to attack
f:0.:'f~~i~~m~1S~ies.j; . '. '.: .
,:,<InJlI(fe?l97~GmzLai1oG(jn, a magis- . radical left?
i!Si!t~~~i:::'~~:
~:fterr~ge:.vfe ' ks'l~ferGori was killed in~iti~~;t~~~;:~=w::~*.::t:~:
2.::re@iis(a ;.'Blftljertev~r stooa~al ; ~ proof of when his espionage exploits began .
"""Y""'''''' :rrtle'~of6i!TI;S~drop'-: rE is hard to pin down. If Stark was connected

'sh6'rtlyafteLhe-W-as re- : ;t to the CIA during the 1960s, as Judge
"rf'iiiApriIT919oriorders 'y. Floridia suggests, then the entire Brother-

"rgioiJ~ioridlilii1,~B6logna.' hood smuggling operation must be reinter-,
. isi6nwas~matkable: he ... preted. "It could have been that he was '

. . .,';beCadS'e16f.::im'imptessive 'employed by an American inteHigence
'~~uI6usly,~ntimetated proofs'" agency that wanted to see more psychede-
':~~?ic!ifaIly:~~I;\agentf,:~Many li~ drugson the street," a former Brother-

:~!~gsiJ]ges(!!.tatfron!F;I!9 on-. hood member stated. "Then- agajn, ~e
::Be'tlte-Airiencansec- ·might have tricked the CIA, just like fie

.·:condude(L~,.. fooled everyone else." .
:tffJ~,8naiaSfli'rk,rilise'lnore The use of LSD among young people in

~,<,ey'Mlswer:W'~;lie-aCIA. the U.S. reached a peak in the late 1960s
,'H!:611ghqurihi~"C!rug"'uealing: and early 197m, not long after the CIA 8:fi3"
1i5ftlfe"esp,looageiifiKJIiereJythe other intel\igence services initiated a seti~
~TI!~~:'~~~~dencetnckstei'who .. of covert operations designed to disi1tPt':,~:
..••:.;t~~~..~o~!t1!t!e:~~d~~is o~ri,~ ;:;,dis~reditand n~u.tral.ize.the New ~5}1;>
1~~J~2~jT~,);19_ ,i!laha.n;. '> which overlapped 10 significant ways w~f!i.,iMiiri;n lke isiMe'tiilor o.rEitrll! ,flI1ti'fiII:
-. ,(;~~ISSI~rt'ISS _~)~ngthy· the counterculture. Was this merely 3"'hisY'ctfiaUthbf 'of Acid~s, btJih t!,,>hi~
,. ~lt~c,:~Iitl!!}rn}:,?al~£luded' torieal coincidence or did the CIA adU1i.lly~' :are described .,more,'~ in ihis issue..·'

,·Nt;r.!l'e,CaseO'o~,Ron.waStark.". take steps to promote the illicit acid ttaHe"o;
·...IS~!~2is~fi&tmat~i'fi.~as an . ~ugh Ronald Stark, the ~or1d's bigge'tt .

fiii'98~;;' J:411llbAalReporter I,'
., .' '"'..

supplier? When did the CIA-learn of : "
Stark'srole as.,a drug dealer, and was his.
activity tolerated while ~ passed informa- '
tion on the youth cultureand .theradical,~eft
in various countries to the Agency? I'

The long-history of CIA involvement in.
trafficking heroin from Southeast Asia
lends credence to the possibility that U.S,
intelligence operatives may have dabbled
in blackmarket LSD as well. The CIA had
been experimenting with acid as If' mind
control weapon since the early 19508. But
LSD is not habit-forming like heroin, and
its efficacy as an instrument of social con-
trol seems rathertenuous in light -ef the
wide range of reactions induced by the
hallucinogen.

Although there is no proof that the CIA
got involved in promoting street acid as a
matter of policy, it's not at all certain that
stopping the flow of illicit LSD was a par-
ticular priority either. Perhaps the best ex-
planation is that CIA OffiCial~We willing
to condone Stark's, exploits' the drug
trade as long as he functio as' an jn-
formant.

Stark's name surfaced once again in
1982 when he was arrested in Holland for
trafficking' hashish, cocaine antfl®fOin.
'ffte following year'he was defiOtreawith-
out fanfare to the U .S., where charges were
still pending for his role in the Brotherhood
of EtemaljLove conspiracy. The entire'
matter was 'handled so discreetly that tllik
U.S. press 'never learned of his return.
Stark spenra few months preparing his
own legal defensein a San Francisco jail

· until charges were dropped by the Justice
Department, which claimed too many
years had passed to prosecute the case, In
December 1984 Stark died 'of a heart

· attack, leaving others to ponder the
ambiguous legacy of the man whopumped
millions of hits of acid into the willing
arteries of the counterculture.

-Ronald Stark thrived in a clandestine
netbetworld where "facts are wiped out by
artifacts," as Norman Mailer wrote of the-
espion,agemetaphysic, and "every truth is
Obligedto live in its denial," Above all,'he

'remains an extraordinary international
~:enigma. "A,genius, but a tortured sotII" is

how 'one Italian nlagistrate described-him.
Even if Stalk wasnever morethai1:a bril-
liant pri vate operator, his remafkable ,

· career illustrates the tangled web of es-
pionage; crime, anaextrerriist~litics that .•
are SO much a part of 'the secrerhisrory df '

: LSD. .0



The many faces of Ronald stark:
the youthful Stark. thedisguised
Stark in a false B;itish passport.and
the middle-aged Stark arrested in
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