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izalio. - the relation between all elements involved in the SURG1CAL EYEWITNESS

• operation - and the place of tile man in it. To the Editor: Spectators watching operations often miss the
Dr. Ileneman says in effect that it does not matter what one

calls the head n+an for medical education in a university - interesting part because the intent surgeon and assistants

dean or provost or vice-president for medical affairs or medi- instinctively lean forward at the crucial moment and bar the
cal-cemer director. 1 suhmit that it matters very much because spectator's view. Thus. the minutes drag by. and the spectators

tile fide implies his organizatkmal position and backing, are usually more tired awthe end of the d;ly than Ille ope_.ing
Dr. lleneman assigns the alliliated hospital a minor role in team.

medical education (he even implies that it may not be neces- I have found a simple device very helpful to me as a speoa-

sarv), but hospital trustees are going to be very much inter- tor. An elastic band is .sewn to the wire stand ol a 4-')-h, !,
estecl ill tile organization pattern into which they are asked plain, round mirror. The mirror is hehl in the hand widl II_,elastic band passed over tile dorstun ,if the hand. lly rai_i,,_

to tit. I_:roM_: I'rv.s,xm, St. tile hand and looking into the wound Ihrough tile mir,,..
• I're._idenl even a short spectator can I(_lk over Ihe shoulder ,,Ia I;,]l

University Hospilal. Boston University Medical Center surgeon. A little practice is needed, for the view _'e. is a .m-
i_,os.,, I rot image andtherefore reversed, but one can quickl.v accom-

modate to that.

MOH^S|rD M. (;^zav_:rLL .MB.. B.(;.., 1) '_

I'L'LMONARY REACTIONS TO NITROFURANTOIN l)epartme,, q,f Su,_, ,,
Church llonle and I h,sl,,1 ,

To the Editm: l)rs. M.J. Murray and R. Kronenberg, in their P,ahimore
article, "Puhnonary Reactions Simulating Cardiac Puhnonary

Edema Caused by Nitrofurantoin," in tile November 25, 1965, "l
issue of lhe .Journal, acld 3 cases to the prevkmsly recorded
cases ot lluhnollary allergic sensitivity tn this drug. PROS AND CON REGARDING 12;I)

"l hey noted .'3 previous cases; actually there were 7, in- To the Ediloi+: To one who has watched Thr A'r,r 1",._/,1,,I

cludin_ mine. published almost sinmhaneously in an article Journal o[Mediciue develop into one ot +the great.medical iotir.whl_ W. l.. llaver and E. Kotin as coauthors ("Allergic Tra-
clic_d,ronchitis Due to Nitrnfurantoin Scnsitivity." Di,% O/('he._! nals o_ our time it is disturbing to read an editorial as emo-

48 I'_' -4'30. 1965), and in their reference 5 to Luebbers ("AI- tionally biased as "LSD- a Dangerous Drug" (in the Decem

lergic Reaction to Furadantin." Deut,ch. reed. Wchusrhr. 87: ber'2, J965 issue).
'22o9. I_62) '2 cases, nol I, were |ecorded. It is no news that a powerful pharnmceulical agenl, if tlSt.tl

Ill the IH-s! 7 of tile now I0 cases each patient had fever, unwisely, is dangerous, especially if its site of action is tht.brain. The administration of such a drug is, ofcuursc..iu_tih¢.d
chills, dry cough all(i eosinollhilia, in addition ul dyspnea;
ahh,,.eJ_ ralcs were rely.ted, uo llatiem was thought to have only in the presence of serious illness Gw which n- other _,++,..,-factory treatment is available.
ta,d,_t puhuonar.v edema. Ihlwever. 4 were considered to "ll]e extraordinary anti unique I++-alurc of l.Sl)i_ ,!,.,T h,
ha_- a respiratory iulecthm so that treatment with either pen- minute dosage it will have marked psvch,,logic ellc_ls ill _,,",'
icillm _,r tetracvcline was heguu bel+ore tile association with Cases but not in all. The use of I.SI) its an adjuncl .o l,s_( ! ....

nilr(,hlrantt_hl was recognized, therapy ill severe neuroses aud chronic ;ih-oholisnt I,a_ p,,x ,-.'
Ii apl>cars, therein)re, in summary, that we now have I0 promising in tile hands nl pllvsiCiallS Ill this *.lqlllttx .'

rc( .rdcd cases of allcrgic puhnonary sensitivity to nitrofuran- abroad.
Is,ill. I haxillg Im'en mistaken for inlcctions and 2 tor cardiac As former medical director of tile .Josiah Xlac_ l'. l,,tm, '._-
pulm,,.ary edem:i. In 4 (3 of the first 7 and I in this recent lion, I had the oplxWlUnity to observe auhnal lil'*eSilt_ali,.i ,
st.ri(",. (]ase '2 of Murray and Kronenherg). paienchymal pul- and human studies in lhe t,se of I.SD as an adlu.Cl., t,-_-

m, itlalV inliltralioU was observed on roentgenograms as part c!.)therapy conducted by I)r. llarohl A. Ahra.,.,m. imth'i

old.' rcacthm, support of the Foundation. i)r. Ahramson has writtt-f* ¢.M0".i-
R. I++n' I)AwsoN..Ir.. M.I). sively in this lield, lie also edited tile q'+oliwull,,t+, ./ If,, I ,.,I

Ile._idl'lll Coo/erenrr on Ihe U.+eo/ I.SI) m I'+ych.lh+.ral,+. hehl in 19"!_ a..!

Departmenl of Medicine puhlished in It.HiO by tile .Iosiah Mac.v, .Ire. I-'ou.d..+o. _l!
I lalmemaun Medical ('ollege and volume contains 86 refereuces).

IlosPital of PhiladelPhia Recently, 1 had the privilege of heing chairma, t,! tht..c_- s
I'hih, lclphia ond Gonference on tile us'.: of I.SI) in psychothe,.q,_. -- ._ _

three-day international n|eeting hehl at the _lut!, t',,k, l'._
chiatric Itospital. Amityville, New York. org:ou/t.d bx lb.

P,I'I'FER MEDICINE, BUT SAFE Ahramson, - in which 50 parlicipanls from Ill c,.im,.', w,

I,, I/., Ed_tm: The editorial commenl of January 2.0, entitled sentc<l data on tile therapeutic use ol I.SD. "l'l.' ' ,,;.,,;,. '.
"Ihr.c', a.d Dosing," suggests an additional soltltion (regarding of this confere.ce will be pnlflished In l)obl)s- Xtt',,it: t ,.,_+

av<mlalite <}1pois_ming by 5-gr. iron pills). Was not Ihe herit- .panv, hlcorporatcd.
age' +,l tilt nineteenth ccutul'y alld l_..li)re It<l| <}Ill)' tile 5-gr. T'he editorial relcrl+ed to ahox'e is l_,ist.d (Ill aD .Ill+leSt'+ "t tl

tahlcl bill I taldcsp, loilhll ol a usualk liiller-l:lslill_ eli×Jr? ttlward Reaclions Ill l..vscrgic Acid lih,ih_lanlidc iI _,',)' !_,,
Elixil • 0d illlll ale still availallh,, alld lilallV cllnlllill I}'lll IiIg. of silhhig hi I hlspilalizalion." hy IA'. A. I:rosch ,nld hi ..... o ,,,, ..
tt.i tOilS stdlait, pet leaspollll, lit'ill,IllS +c shlnlld regress to which appears in Ihc saute isstie Ill" Ihel.u_.<ll (lla!_l • 12;t,,+ ,illd
lli_'_t t ibi._4 to lltll irlln-dclitil_nl lllilit'lilS, a lealpo(lilflll a day, which i'ellOl'lS ou psychiatric conlplic_lli<lll_ thai toIh_t',! _,_.,I
_lii< h+ ;is p_liilled out Iiv Midllll'llln ei _il. in lht' S:lule isstie, is pervised use Ill + I.SD. Of Ihe 17 p.'llit'Ul_ _lc_'lil,cd I..om_-
_iil a01t'<lu_iil",lii<l yet iilllilOXi(" dose ill iroli. AIIhllligh Ibis is dl;l:iil, "all had solne degree ¢1t |lt.rsllliJlilV tlil!,lult_ i_'l,.,-
I.,i <l__.lc4 ml ,l_ the callsuh's with lhl' pellets, iilll <lnlv would il I:lking Ihe drllg: rl were deliniicl) ll_x_ holil '.¢!1.¢.. ihl.u
_,i,.t. i,tll i_aiil.lii_' pot keil_loks Inll also Iht_ III per el'ill alcohol l._ll experlt'ncc." This iillil+lt • i_ iiil _._t_.lh'ul w,il ,il,l_ ,i_.i,,,.,the self-;idulinisir:llhlii tie ibis pllwt.rhl! .igelil. I+lll '.el. ,is,
ii,ll4hl ht'ltJ l,I ll!St+lt't" Ihe del>ressed psyche, ht.aling whaleVel • on Ihe plllelllial v;Ihle ,ll Iurlh_ _ '_.t ,'ll !_

.Iolin I. I)lJ ll<lls. M.ll. Tll slale, as lhe t'dilln'ial does. °' . . . Ill d:ile I il,'l i_ ,.,,

R_0.. Ncw %',,i k _ puhlished t.videnc¢, Ihal hlrlher expt.rhneulaliol, "- ', '_

t
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',i,.'M uJ,',,/../,/, d.)l,(" _it,di,.s nfine) ignores what has already men! ol pnlmon:uy edema owing tf) h,,p,,lil.d,m,c cl,m_.lge
l_c_,l_':puhli.hcd a.d i._h,.dlv in keel)trig with the attitude Ihal (';lllSed by enceplhdilis, lie is not dia_n.sed ;1',h,l_in_ lilt' (f_)l-
cnt:_u)iL_cs .,*)ram s_ientilic filquir_, dillon; he is m_l advim'd It l;ikt, digit,dis i)l c.u e. I )n 1he ,,ti.'r

Ille sludV :)nd Iwller umlerslanding of how snch ;I I_owerhtl hand. if a physid;m Inainlains lhal IJsy, hothe)al_y i_ witl.mt

.)gqtu _,_ I,ND .)ClS on the psyche of tn;m is a v:did and neces- denmnstrahle ellect in emotional disolders, he is likely to I_.
sa _" approach Io the pi_ysioh_gk: mtwhanisms nnderlying Ihe diagnosed as having ;in emolional disorder, and he may I_:
higher tlllWli,)lls ()tI Ihe ce)llral ),e)'vous sysl{.nl, advised Ill sI;,I'I I>syeholi_erapy at once. Accordi.gly. it is sale

Tl,ll.l'elorc. I wonld like Io ttrge thai Sltldies of the effects of to predict that tile anlhor of Ihe paper probably, and the
I.SD4I_ _mimats and m:m I_t- intensis'ely pnrsued nnder careful anlhor of Ihe editorial eerlainly, will be declared emolionally
¢o11!1_olhy compelenl invesligalors and Ihal cnrrenl li:deral npsel and advised It lake psy{hotheral_y, perhal_S with I..',;1).
and _tatc regnlalions reslricling Ihe nse of I.SI) nnder snch
drcumstanccs I_ reviewed in ihe iiglu of Ihe Publisi_ed I_.ne- M _r_ it. A_.)M:.l"l.t. M,IL
tits a,nd the exceedingly I-cw relmltS of advel"_e eifects when Behuont, Massachnsett_ F

• , h, II_";U ts admmislered under experienced medical supervision.
To Ihr I".rl#or: in tile i)ecemlX.r _, igli_, issue of till" /,,u,,.II.

I:rAN_ i:IIE,MI),NT-._MFIII, M.I). Fl"osch, Roblfitls and Slern wrote of ontoward reactkms to
i)hrHor I.SI). Mnch eounlerfeit i.Sl) is used: often s()lntions ot anl-

Inter(iiscipiinary (_l}nlolUlliCations ]'lrograni phetamines _lre sllbstitnted, h is I,e(-es,sary ill tile c'¢ah,ali,)n (d"
New York Academy of _iences drug _llt.cls Io ascerlain as surely as possible Ihe exacl c_mt-

Xe_" _,'ork City pound ingested.
We mnsl avoid reading into the arlkle the idea 1he i,Si) i_as

k f*,:l,," I':dzt,,,: The I)_tl)er on I.SI) and the editorial cnmntent a proved tlelhfile causal relation iu aggrav:tling Mhiz,_ph,enic

d_a ! it cxoked were i_)lh timely and hncid, ilowever, their illness. As the cases presented (le111onslrale. heavy (hog users

t,.ema,_abiS limited ol_iectives caused them IO nnderestin_ate generally have serious personality impairn,e)n. .Xlos, Ire-
so)He a,;pctls of 1he pnd_lem andIt omit any relerence to qttently these people have a I_rderline ou uttdilh'retmated
scu',_ odw, s. sehizol_hreni{ illness. The role of drug in the inm)ediate _r

.M_st pe),,ons who volllnta)-ily lake I.SD more than once later wmsening of schizophrenic illnesses deserves mn('h ex-
pr0b;d_t_, have emotional or menial disorders. The same Ihing ploration to understand the complex interaction ot etm)li-n,d
is tr_._" ol paliems given I.Sl) during psychoti_erapy, wilt mnst anti pimrmaeeulical factors, aggravating wi_a, is generally a
ah'c;ktv h;ivt' snme en_mon;tl or ntenlal disorder or they oh- chronic palhologic process.

x.ioud_ w, udd nol he gelling that trealntent. The idea of giving The paper has accurate clinical ohservations. Mv main (tm-
S,l('h, i)llliC)llS a (llllg Ill;it is known to l)ro(hlce illental all(i tern is lest we prematurely define the eli)lit'at sill,;llilln", (it'-

emoti_mal d_sorders sounds like homeopathy, ex(:ei)l Ihal, scribed as "unloward reaclions Io i.SI)." These clinical silua-
ul,l,_ll,,i,alt'tx, the doses used are not i_omeopathic, in any lions, 10r ti_e time being, must be considered complex in

eveltt. ,dl._ing such i)ers_._s to take I.SI) or actually giving it etiology. The drug is one factor that must be given its appl,_-
to thetn ;_s a treallnent can hardly be considered good medical priate weight in an overall evaluation.

pxaxlice (I,,NI) seems to (it no i_ar,nin deteriorated scifizo- Franc:is I,. (:).ar_;..lr.. M.i).

pi_rcnic patients-at least they do not appear worse). Georgetown University Itospital
ihe hist.rv of ;lllenlpls m enhance the verbal productivi W

,,: the In,man mind is lar too extensive It be discttssed here. Washington, D.C.

Ih,_¢vt.t. ;t lew ilenls are worth recordi,g. The poet and Dr. Clark's l.etter was referred Io the authors, who subnfit

phSSlt lair N_hiller intr_duced free ass(_:iation to enl_ance his the following reply:
111edi,_ re p)odttctivitv wilhot)t any evident snccess. Free asso-
t'i;,ti_)l), ol c_)tllSe, was l;ller adoi)ted hy solt_e nlodern schools i

t.t iJswhi;_w, t lts inadequacies were fully discnssed by Brotts-
saislin 182S and I)y Maudsley in i867.)The inlerview condnct- To the I':dito_." Dr. Clark's interesting letter t;fist.s t_tl imp-)-
i'd With sodium antoharhil,d achieved marked, if brief, popu- la)ll qncslions for research in the area of drug ;d,p.e: _dn,th_')

laritv a generalion ago. Both are used hy few psyclnatt)sts all our patients actt,ally ingested I.SD: and 1he relati,,_ I_.-
to<l_y, despite the fact that these technics did no harm, which tween ingeslion of the drng and the psychic de_mq)en_;m-,_
catmot be said for I.SD. At any rate the history of the snl_iect that we observed.

sugh_t:sls that the current interest in the therapeutic possihili- We did not attempt to tletermine hiothenucallv _vhcthez ,,H t
tie_, ol I..NI) will w.me. sul_iects actually ingested LSI). One lil-Sl f,))ll;i(1 _ilh tht" p.,- '1'

"i_w main p, finl that needs emphasis is that the available tients was some time after ingestion of their sngm _ui_'.. _c.
evidence does not show Ihal psycholherapy is ellicacious. The pttledly salnraled with the drug. In addilion, thei) (les(ripl._;P.
I.M..I IGv,c,r,, o[ I',vchrd..,...p;each year has a chapter covering of their experiences closely matched those of cxl>¢li);w;_Ld

fi_c,, pul>li,d_cd (lisc_,ssions of psychotherapy of the previous sul_iects who received I.SD.
pCI Jl/d. i hl.'l e life illlW Ill voh,nles in this series, and the iss_,e We agree with Dr. Clark tilal the specilk" I)ei,;ivi_ al re;, li(m
is stilt i._l selllc(l. This is ),)l Io say thai I)sychotherapy is (It'- It (Irng ingeslion (lel)eU_(Is upon an inlera_:li_m ot (I)llg i.IIt'_ t

n|i_nsll;ihlv will)out belletil. The availahle dala lit nol estahlish and l)ersonalily slruclure, Mosl of Ihe palienls sh,)_e(I st')i,,us
1hat elti)er. (;alhering e'¢idcnce Ihat might answer Ihe <luesli_n personalily prol)lems I_lbre ingestion." li_i"solne, their rut ning
al_ut its eth'cliveness is extremely diilicltll because neili_er Ihe It Ihe drug was a conscious auempl al sell-treatment. I I_x_-

pr_'ess nor 1he aims anticipated have ever been delined in any ever, we wish to emphasize the point thai their experience with
btH: vague ;tnd co)ltrov('rsial terms. (When government-sup- I.SI) deleleriously altered their previmts adjuslnlenl and. at

ported crash programs in support of medical research are the very least, played some part in their seeking admission.
bei._ considered, a program to set up standards lot lhe evaht- More specilic elucidation of the drug-personalily inlera_tion

a_icm _1 p_Hhotlterapy should stand high on the list.) (;tying requires controlled experimental studies.
ant .admitwdly dangerous poison ill an attempt to finrther a %Vin.l.lAsl A. I:ros(:)l. M.D

pl'_k:ess l i);tl (annol t_ evahnaled is not good medical praclicc. /
lq_e tield ot psycholherapy is different from thai of any EDwnn S; R_uiw,;s, M.D.

.Jotlaer bran_ u of medicine. For example, if a physician main- M,xrv,_ Slim, M.I).
rains _hat digitalis is wilhout demonstrable benefit in the treat- New York City


