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Sm,--in his 1citer (!$ June_ p: 1539)
replying to Dr. S. E. Browne, ]',_,r. J. P.
Chriazcz,, _*,anaging Direcvor of Sandoz

Products Ltd., fails to iustiiy his company's
action m withdrawing !yseri:ic acid diethyl-

amide from responsible practitioners who have

been using this drug with the active coopera-
tion of Sandoz for a number of years. Dr.
R. A. Sandison introduced L.S.D.-25 to ,,his

hospi:ai in 1952 (not 1954 as mentioned by
M,r. Christen), and tim drug has [_ecn in

regular use here since thaE tin:c. Messrs.
Sandoz made us a research grant of £3,000,

and in i958 a purpose-built L.S.D. Unit was
opened qt a cost of £10,000.

At the present time I have 20 patic_ts on

treatment and I lind no arguments in ,Mr.
Christcn's !ctter which justify the withdrawal
without no_ice of a drug wilich his company

has supplicd to us whhout question for 14
years.

Mr. Chris{ea's main argument seems to be

that the good name of his company is being
in_pu_.ncd by its association with L.S.D., while
at the same vitae he acknowledges tha_ very

lk:!e i,.S.D.-25 has t:cen used in the United

Kingdo:n and that its distribution has: been
limked cssentia!ly to psychi:',trists work{ng in
recognized psychiatric institutions and to
certain basic research workcrs. I fed tilat

Sandoz's actkm in wifl,drawing the drug
without notice and wit!,.ou: rcgard to the con-
dition of the patients on treatment is itself
highly unethical, it would surely have been
possible for psychiatri_xs, who have been

using the drug for long periods, to have been
afforded adequate stocks to tide them over

until alternative ._urces of supr,]y could be
arranged. This would have enabled patients

to complete their treaunent and the g_x_cl
name of the House of Sandoz would have

been preserved, whereas one feels that it has

now been damaged, not perhaps in the eyes
of the public but in the eyes of the profession,
who have been treated in such a cavalier and

surely unprecedented marmer._I am, etc.,

A. M. SP_,_CER.
Powiek ttospilal, ,

Near Worccslcr.


